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‘Birds of Lake Erie’ 
Event celebrates 100 years 
of conservation

Local youth spearhead project to 
help homeless men

The confirmation class at Bethesda-on-the-Bay Lutheran Church chose a Lenten project to collect 
undergarments for the homeless men served by the 2100 Lakeside Men’s Shelter in Cleveland. 
The youth set out on an ambitious goal to collect  400 T-shirts, 400 undershorts and 400 pairs 
of socks during “Undies Sundays” throughout the Lenten season.
     Thanks to their efforts and the generous support of the congregation, the class collected 429 
T-shirts, 467 undershorts and 491 pairs of socks with a total value of almost $5,000. The youth 
personally delivered the undergarments to the Men’s Shelter on Saturday, April 9.

by WENDY HANNA

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 
recognizes the centennial of the 
Migratory Bird Treaty with the 

introduction of the event, Birds of 
Lake Erie Day, on Saturday, April 30. 
The treaty was initially signed in 1916 
as an international effort to protect, 
conserve and manage migratory bird 
populations and their habitats.

Wood ducks were 
hunted to near 
extinction in the 
late 19th century. 
They have recovered 
thanks to the 
Migratory Bird 
Treaty and other 
conservation efforts.

Westlake invites teams for 
annual Corporate Challenge
by JIM DISPIRITO

As the flowers of spring 
start to bloom and 
the crack of the bat of 

baseball signals the return of 
warm weather, the Westlake 
Recreation Department turns 
its attention to the annual 
Summer Classic known as 
Corporate Challenge.

The 10th annual City of 
Westlake Corporate Chal-
lenge will take place Aug. 
1-5. Last year eight different 
teams took part in the event, 
including the champions, 
Alego Health. 

by KAREN DERBY

Ohio PTA presented its top honors 
to two of Bay Village Schools’ 
own at its state conference on 

Sunday, April 12.
Normandy Elementary School Prin-

cipal Dan Sebring was named the Ohio 
PTA District 12 Outstanding Educator. 
He was also named Ohio PTA’s Out-
standing Educator for the entire state.

In addition, the district’s Director 
of Curriculum, Char Shryock, was pre-
sented the prestigious Ohio PTA Oak 
Tree Award for her advocacy work on 
behalf of all Ohio’s children.

Sebring shared credit for the awards 
with his staff. “”Our students are at the 
heart of everything we do,” he said. “I am 
extremely honored to accept this award 
on behalf of the tremendous work we 
do as a team at Normandy. Although my 
name is on the award, truly it is representative 
of and attributed to everything we do as a highly 
collaborative staff who supports and cares for 
our students and each other. The recognition 
goes to all of Normandy School and the culture 
we have all worked to establish and maintain.”

Shryock has worked for years with state 
officials to help Ohio districts implement new 

learning standards for students in kindergarten 
through grade 12. She also leads educators from 
throughout the state in reviewing potential 
testing programs that measure achievement 
of those standards. Shryock frequently pres-
ents workshops to help parents and teachers 
throughout Ohio understand the new standards 
and testing systems.

Two Bay Village Schools administrators 
win top Ohio PTA honors

Bay’s Normandy Elementary Principal Dan Sebring 
(left) and Director of Curriculum Char Shryock 
(center left) were given top honors by Ohio PTA. 
They were supported at the state conference by 
Director of Special Services Marty Patton (center 
right) and Superintendent Clint Keener.

 » See PTA HONORS page 2

by KIM BONVISSUTO

Westlake High School’s 
Math Club Team 
placed first at the 

2016 Ohio Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics (OCTM) Tour-
nament at Lorain High School 
recently. The win ranks the team 
eighth in Ohio out of 80 teams 
from across the state.

Sophomore Ryan Kar-
puszka and junior Justin Krantz 
will advance to the Ohio High 
School Mathematics Invita-
tional Olympiad in Columbus.

These students’ scores made 
the cut for the OCTM Top 200 List: 

eighth-grader Davin Amy, senior 
Jack Bogart, freshman Akshya 
Dhinakaran, senior Maggie 
Guilfoyle, junior Alex Lathem, 
sophomore Patrick Lee and junior 
Sneha Ramachandran.

Other members of the 
team include Tanner Amy, 
Anusha Bangalore, Jolie and 
Maislin Bogart, Cory and Don-
ovan DuBois, Richard Garber, 
Christopher Haddad, Bradley 
Katcher, Nicole Korczak, Ethan 
Kosco, Matthew Sarsam and 
Megan Stewart.

The team is coached by 
WHS Math Club Advisor Anne 
Dill and parent Mark Stewart. 

WHS math team ranks 8th in OhioPH
O

TO
 B

Y
 B

A
R

B
 W

O
O

D
B

U
R

N

PH
O

TO
 B

Y
 D

EN
N

Y
 W

EN
D

EL
L



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

2   WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 19 APRIL 2016                                                                       

Birds are a mechanism for many 
important environmental functions 
such as seed dispersal, waste man-
agement, and pest control. Observing 
bird populations can provide valu-
able insight into what is occurring in 
our natural world.

“We wanted to both celebrate 
the past 100 years of progress and to 
promote conservation and educa-
tion moving forward,” says Director 
of Wildlife Amy LeMonds.

Birds of Lake Erie Day offers 
something for everyone, from begin-
ning birders to expert conservation-
ists. Presentations will cover topics 
such as Ohio’s current species of 
concern, successful efforts in rees-
tablishing populations, local reha-
bilitation efforts, spring migration 
in northeast Ohio and more. Stu-
dents of the Center’s Project Wild-

life program will be circulating with 
live animals. A planetarium show 
highlights the impact of light pol-
lution on wildlife. Hikes will be led 
through Huntington Reservation to 
the shores of Lake Erie.

Activities begin at 9:00 a.m. with 
a bird hike. Presentations begin at 
10:00 a.m. and run through approx-
imately 4:00 p.m. The day’s events 
conclude with a hike led by expert 
birder and Center staff member, Tim 
Jasinski. Tickets are $8 and can be 
purchased in advance through lensc.
org or at the door. More information 
can be found on the website or by 
calling 440-871-2900.

Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center provides assistance for 
injured or ill wildlife at no charge to 
the public. The Center is an inde-
pendent non-profit funded primar-
ily through contributions, grants and 
class fees. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 

photographing and delivering this newspaper. 

      The Westlake | Bay Village Observer is a hyperlocal 
community newspaper and website written by,  for 
and about the residents of  Westlake and Bay Village,  
providing perspectives and information about topics and 
events in our community. The mission of the Westlake | 
Bay Village Observer is to inform, involve and energize 
the community through citizen participation of the 700+ 
community volunteers. All Westlake and Bay Village 
residents are invited to participate.

Observer Guidelines
      Want to submit an article to the Observer? We’d love 
to hear from you! Here are some guidelines to keep in 
mind when writing for the Observer:
• Anyone who lives or works in Westlake or Bay Village 

is encouraged to contribute. 
• Aim for 300-500 word articles. 
• Photos should be jpegs & a minimum of  2 megabytes 

in size. 
• Submit original stories and photos. Don’t copy others’ 

work and remember to credit your sources.
• Review our Observer FAQs on our website at: 

wbvobserver.com
• Ask questions! We’re here to help you at every step 

along the way. Don’t hesitate to come to us for advice 
or help with topics,  content or the submission process. 
Staff contact information is listed below.

To join in, sign up through the Member Center at 
wbvobserver.com/members to submit your stories, 
photos and events.                                      

All content should be submitted through the Member 
Center, not by email.

Letters to the editor (max. 300 words) may be sent 
to tara@wbvobserver.com. Please include full contact 
information. 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the 
Westlake | Bay Village Observer staff.
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BIRDS from front pageCHALLENGE from front page

Other teams included the City of 
Westlake, the West Shore Bar Association, 
Applied Companies, ECHO Health, Q-Lab, 
St. John Medical Center and Western Enter-
prises. Events included sand volleyball, 
corn hole, bocce, golf, bowling, billiards, 
carnival games at Dave & Buster’s, Texas 
Hold ‘em, team trivia, as well as cardboard 
boat races and a family fun walk. 

The idea behind the Corporate Chal-
lenge is to bring Westlake companies 
together for fun and competition with a 
chance for everyone to meet each other 
in a social setting. Opening night usually 
features a food truck at the Westlake Rec-
reation Center as all the families gather 
for the opening events and the family fun 
walk. Dave & Buster’s proved to be a great 
new addition as families were able to come 
together and have a great time playing their 
favorite carnival games. This year, several 
new events are being added to test your 
skills and teamwork. Event sites include 
the Westlake Recreation Center, Buckeye 
Lanes, Meadowood Golf Course and Dave 
& Buster’s.

If your Westlake company is inter-
ested in joining this year’s competition 
or you simply would like to have more 
information, please contact Jim Dispirito 
at 440-617-4420 or jdispirito@cityofwest-
lake.org. 

“As a third-generation member 
of the PTA, I understand the impor-
tance of a strong collaboration 
between school and parents when 
it comes to supporting learning for 
all of our students,” she said. “I was 
honored to receive this award. There 
are so many PTA members who reg-
ularly advocate for children within 
their school, their district and our 
state.”

Superintendent Clint Keener 
expressed his pride in having two 
district leaders recognized by Ohio 
PTA at the highest level. “Char 
Shryock has an ability to help others 
understand complex issues,” he 
said. “It is wonderful to know that 
she was recognized by a group 
that includes parents. Dan Sebring 
strives to improve learning for all 
students while also planning activi-
ties to excite the children about 
school. Both educators deserve to 
be recognized for their service to 
our district and to education.” 

PTA HONORS          
from front page

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

In previous columns, I 
have written a lot about 
the unsustainability of our 

disposable culture. I’m writ-
ing today about a simple way 
you can reduce the amount 
of trash you and your family 
generate: waste-free lunches. 
I know you might be thinking 
“that will be so difficult, it’s 
so easy to throw a sandwich 
in a plastic bag, an individual 
pack of chips, a plastic water 
bottle or juice box, etc.” I’m 
hoping to persuade you that 
it’s not only easier to pack a 
trash-free lunch, it’s also less 
expensive!

First, let’s start with 
getting rid of those plastic 
baggies. There are so many 
reusable lunch containers 
to choose from these days. 
If you do a quick search on 
Amazon, you’ll see what I 
mean. I have my favorites 
that I use for my kids, but it’s 
certainly a personal prefer-
ence. There are many with 
multiple compartments, 
as well as larger containers 
geared towards salads. You 
can also find reusable, ther-
mal containers for hot foods, 

and the food does stay hot for 
a few hours!

Investing in a reusable 
lunch container will also 
save you money. Each plastic 
baggie you use costs around 2 
to 4 cents. Let’s take the aver-
age for comparison sake, 3 
cents. Let’s say you use three 
plastic bags a day for one 
lunch (sandwich, chips and 
carrots). That’s 9 cents a day, 
five times a week, adding up 
to 45 cents a week, which is 
$23.40 a year. Again, you’re 
thinking “not that much 
money.” However, if you have 
two children you are packing 
for, and yourself, you’re at 
$70.20 a year – in just plas-
tic baggies. Reusable lunch 
containers are typically less 
than $20, meaning you’ll 
break even within the year 
for one lunch. I know I have 
found reusable containers at 
Marshall’s for $4 or $5; at that 
price you will break even in 
4-6 weeks!

The second item to 
address for a waste-free lunch 
is the drink. Plastic water 
bottles and juice pouches/
boxes are also not expensive, 
however, they cost the planet 
dearly in excess waste and, 

like the plastic baggies, they 
add up. Each water bottle 
or juice box costs between 
$0.10-$0.35, or $0.50-$1.75 
a week. You can invest in 
one reusable water bottle, a 
water filtration system (Brita, 
Soma, etc.) and eliminate this 
cost (and waste) from your 
life. Packing a reusable water 
bottle in your and your kids’ 
lunches can save you close 
to $100 a year! Added bonus: 
you’ll never run out! No panic 
in the morning when you 
realize you don’t have any 
juice boxes left!

Third on the list are the 
single-serving packages of 
chips, carrots, cut apples, etc. 
These single-packed snacks 
are convenient for sure, but 
their wasteful packaging is 
detrimental to the earth. 
Also, you typically pay more 
for the convenience. Purchas-
ing chips in full size bags, and 
then putting them in your 
reusable lunch container 
reduces trash, and reduces 
cost.

Further, I hope you will 
consider not purchasing 
packaged fresh fruit. Apples, 
bananas, and oranges are 
already packaged pretty well 
by nature. They do not need 
plastic. If you like cut apples, 
simply take a couple minutes 
to cut one up and sprinkle 
some pineapple juice or clear 

pop (Sprite, 7-Up, etc.) gen-
erously on them to prevent 
them from turning brown, 
then pack them in the reus-
able lunch container.

Pre-cut fruit sold in 
plastic is usually dipped in a 
substance to prevent oxida-
tion (browning) and increase 
shelf-life. One of the products 
they are dipped in is Nature-
seal, a polysaccharide-based 
surface treatment that uses 
cellulose derivatives as film-
formers. Edible films may 
consist of four basic materi-
als: lipids, resins, polysaccha-
rides and proteins. Plasticiz-
ers (polyethylene glycol) can 
also be added to customize 
the film for a specific use. I 
don’t know about you, but 
that does not sound appetiz-
ing to me. While the FDA says 
those edible films are com-
pletely safe, I’ll take my fruit 
without the film, thank you.

Lastly, since you’ve done 
all this work to eliminate 
waste, you may as well throw 
a reusable spoon or fork into 
your lunch, as well as a cloth 
napkin! These are simple to 
wash when you get home. 
Maybe challenge yourself 
to pack waste-free lunches 
for a week? Or two weeks? I 
think you’ll find it easier than 
expected, and hopefully this 
can become a lifelong habit 
for you! 

Waste-Free Lunches
THE GREEN REPORT

A caption in the previous issue misidenti-
fied the trees lining Bradley Road in Bay Vil-
lage. They are crab apple trees.

Correction
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GOT TRASH? 
 GET COOPER!

Cooper Disposal Is Your First Choice 
For On-Site Trash Containers.

Containers for:

Call Cooper Disposal Today to Talk With Our Experts and Order Your Container.

Dial 440-250-9800 or log on to 
www.cooperdisposal.com for more info.

• Garage or Attic Clean Out
• Deck Removal
• Remodeling Debris
• Home Content Disposal
• Patio Demolition
• And More!

FOR FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS: 

TAKE 10% OFF
YOUR FIRST ORDER.    EXPIRES 5/1/16

Big or small containers delivered to your home or business. At Cooper Disposal 
we pride ourselves in exceptional service which includes same-day service to 
ALL of our customers. We are a locally based, family-owned business and we 

believe that customer service is the key to our success! WITH GENERAC AUTOMATIC STANDBY GENERATORS

GeneratorPros
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

YOU CAN’T CONTROL WHEN YOUR
POWER GOES OUT . . .

YOU CAN CONTROL WHEN YOUR
POWER COMES ON!

“Area’s
Leading” GENERAC “ELITE POWER PRO” Warranty Dealer & Installer!

“Over 1,400 Systems Installed!”

UNITS IN STOCK NOW! 
INSTALLATION IN ONE DAY!!

 www.GeneratorPros.com

GeneratorPros.com
a Division of Shepp Electric / Sales, Parts and Service

877-423-9010

Area’s Leading and Only

Family Owned & Operated Dealer

America’s #1 Selling Generator

HOME or BUSINESS 
Standby Generator Systems
for AUTOMATIC BACKUP 

POWER PROTECTION
24 hours a day / 7 days a week
PERMANENTLY INSTALLED 

on Natural Gas or Propane

“OVER 3,000 Systems Installed!”

30 years Experience$300 OFF
Any Generator System
Home Show Proposal.

7 Year Warranty.
(Limited Time Offer - 

Not valid with any other offer.) 

by KAY LAUGHLIN

“This is the most beau-
tiful place on earth,” 
declared Margaret 

Cahoon, taking in the beauty of 
her farm nestled on the south 
shore of Lake Erie. And so it was.

In 1810, Lydia Cahoon 
found room in the family’s 

crowded wagon to bring along 
a rose bush as they journeyed 
west to their new home in 
Dover Township. The story is 
told that it thrived and many 

rose bushes around the area 
were shoots off this rose. Thus, 
Margaret Cahoon, wife of Lydia’s 
son Joel, gave the farm its name, 
Rose Hill.

“As this house has been 
in possession of the family for 
three generations, I hope it will 
continue for many more, but if 
it should be there is no longer 

one of the name to inherit it, I 
hope it may have founded upon 
it a benevolent institution bear-
ing the name of Cahoon,” wrote 
Margaret in her autobiography. 

Today, Cahoon Memorial 
Park in Bay Village is the site 
of two hidden treasures, Rose 
Hill Museum and the Reuben 
Osborn Learning Center.

Family patriarch Joseph 
Cahoon built the homestead 
house in 1818 on the west hill 
overlooking the creek. As 
you walk through the door 
of Rose Hill you are imme-
diately transported back 
to 1818 with the original 
fireplace, the hand-planed 
doors and Norfolk hardware. 
Joel Cahoon’s flintlock leans 
against the fireplace next 

to William Saddler’s 
powder box from the 
War of 1812. An 1810 
Bennington Vermont 
pottery jar sits on a 
table and Henry Win-
sor’s 1800 cherry desk 
highlight the room.

Moving on, your 
eyes explore the 
E m p i r e / V i c t o r i a n 
Room and you imme-
diately notice that suc-
cess from hard work 
was enjoyed by these 
early families. The 
beauty of this room is 
only surpassed by the 
view of the valley out 

the windows. This room con-
tains Cahoon furniture plus 
keepsakes from early settlers. In 
the library is the collection of 
Cahoon books, plat maps, and 

children’s books. Early settlers’ 
papers are housed in acid-free 
folders in a Genealogy Room.

Downstairs in the cellar, 
the Wischmeyers’ hand-carved 
boats, early farm tools, crockery, 
and tin ware tell the story of life 
on the farm. The original cook-
ing fireplace, poplar floors and 
green tree plugs from 1818 are 
visible. On the second floor is 
a portrait gallery, period bed-
rooms, a millinery and a chil-
dren’s room. You will notice the 
contrast between the rope bed 
in the 1818 bedroom and the 
Victorian, carved walnut feath-
erbed. A 1900 bear named Teddy 
and the Wischmeyer buggy are 
displayed along with an assort-
ment of toys, games, books and 
dolls.

Also in the park is the 1814 
Reuben Osborn House. Inside 

you learn who we are and where 
we come from. Sit and watch a 
video showing picture stories 
of life in Dover Township. Enjoy 
the displays of picture boards 
laid out by Council Ward, or 
using the plastic overlay maps 
of 1854 and 1880, guide yourself 
to your present-day house and 
street.

Rose Hill Museum and 
the Reuben Osborn Learning 
Center are now open for the 
season on Sundays, 2-4:30 p.m. 
The public is invited to visit at 
no cost. Talking boxes guide you 
through the displays in Rose 
Hill and docents are on hand 
to greet you at the door. Greet-
ers meet you in the entry room 
of the Osborn Learning Center 
and help you begin a self guided 
tour. If you have never been to 
visit, now is the time. 

Hidden treasures in 
Cahoon Memorial Park 

SNIPPETS OF BAY VILLAGE HISTORY

One can see why Margaret Cahoon called Rose Hill “the most 
beautiful place on earth” when the wisteria blooms in May.

Handmade boats and antique tools are among the treasures to 
explore in the basement of Rose Hill Museum.
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Help us reshape the treatment  
for Alzheimer’s disease
Are you, or is someone you know, diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease 
AND is donepezil the current treatment?

Why join the STARBEAM Study?

• You might be able to help with a clinical research 
study looking at a potential new treatment for mild-
to-moderate Alzheimer’s disease 

• You will receive the best standard of study-related 
medical care

• You may receive an investigational treatment, 
designed to help improve memory, thinking and 
reasoning

• All study-related medicines and consultations during 
the study will be free of charge and reasonable travel, 
parking and food expenses will be paid

To be able to join the STARBEAM 
study you must be:

• diagnosed with probable Alzheimer’s disease

• aged 50 years and over

• able to communicate with study doctors

• have a caregiver who can communicate with study 
doctors and will join you during every visit 

• able to walk, independently or assisted

• free from other conditions which affect mental 
ability, such as schizophrenia or Parkinson’s disease

• taking a drug containing donepezil for at least 
6 months

If this is you, or someone you know, we would like to hear from you!

For full details about what is involved and 
to find out if you might be suitable to 
take part in the STARBEAM Study, please 
contact 

Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health
9500 Euclid Avene, U-10
(877) 662-9162

The
BayVillage
Historical

Society

Rose Hill Museum
Open 2-4:30 pm on Sundays 

Free Admission • Gift Shoppe
Located in Cahoon Memorial Park

(216) 386-5997

by DONNA WILSON

Do you like a good mystery? 
Here’s your chance to visit some 
historical mystery sites in Bay 

Village and learn about some strange 
phenomenon such as the Mystery Wave, 
Dover Center Gun Battle and the Shep-
pard Murder. Come support the Village 
Bicycle Cooperative’s second History 
Mystery Ride (“Hi My”) which will be 
held on Saturday, May 7, from noon to 
2:00 p.m. Participants will meet at Vil-
lage Bicycle Cooperative, located at 303 
Cahoon Road. 

In celebration of Mother’s Day, all 
moms will receive a special gift!

This fundraiser is an easy-paced, 
family-friendly tour that includes a 
map of stops designed to educate riders 
about Bay’s rich history and a few of its 
mysteries. Using the map, participants 
may customize their route (up to a 
12-mile loop), or ask volunteers on hand 
for suggestions. A “mini” route will be 
offered for young children to sites within 
Huntington and Cahoon parks. Light 
refreshments will be available after the 
ride. Plan to stay for: geocaching to earn 
raffle tickets, a photo scavenger hunt, 

bike crafts and a raffle to win prizes!
The Co-op is adjacent to the Bay 

Skate and Bike Park, Disc Golf Course 
and Huntington Beach Reservation.

Cost for the ride is $10/adult and $3/
child, or bring the whole family for $25. 

Raffle tickets are available for $1 each. 
Children 14 and under need the com-
pany of an adult. Helmets are mandatory.

Sign up online at www.villagebi-
cycle.org. Questions? Contact Rebecca 
at 440-346-0560. 

Village Bicycle gears up for second 
annual History Mystery Ride

VILLAGE BICYCLE COOPERATIVE

The friendly volunteers at the Village Bicycle Cooperative invite riders of all 
ages to join in their family-friendly tour of Bay Village on May 7.

by DAVE PFISTER 

Spring has arrived and the flowers are 
blooming – that means the Westlake His-
torical Society Spring Yard Sale will soon 

be here. The Society’s board and its members 
invite you to our sale on the Clague House 
Museum lawn, Saturday, April 23, from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

There will be a pre-sale on Friday evening 
at 6:30 p.m. for members and friends of the 
Society. Coffee and donuts will be available 
the morning of the sale. A 50/50 raffle, fresh 
popped popcorn, and cold drinks will be avail-
able in the afternoon.

Proceeds benefit our children’s pro-
gramming, our ever-growing artifact collec-
tion, as well as our ongoing photo restora-
tion program.

One of the many things we do is restore 
our photos and catalog them. Our photo col-
lection grows every year. Often the photos 
need some restoration and the monies raised 
with our sales help to make that happen.

Items for the sale come from community 
members, businesses, and from historical 
society members. Our sales grow every year 
and we are always so appreciative of all the 
donations that we receive for our sales.

In the event of rain our sale will be moved 
to April 30. The Clague House Museum is locat-
ed at 1371-A Clague Road in Westlake. For more 
information you may call the Society at 216-
848-0680 or visit westlakeohiohistory.org.  

Historical society 
yard sale means 
spring is here

WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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by JEFF BING

P.T. Barnum once pro-
claimed, “There’s a sucker 
born every day.”

There are times, when I 
look back upon the many years 
I’ve spent rooting for the pro 
sports teams in Cleveland, with 
very little return on my – always 
psychological, sometimes mon-
etary – investment, I invariably 
arrive at one question: Why? As 
in, “Why have I spent so much 
of my life enduring the torment 
associated with our, ahem, “pro-
fessional” franchises, when the 
‘pattern of pathetic’ was estab-
lished so very long ago?”

Ever wonder what it is that 
lures you toward some sports 
and also repels you away from 
others? My reasons were really 
twofold: 

First, I had a natural inter-
est in the sports I played grow-
ing up, so the association makes 
sense. Having rough-housed it 
on the mean streets of Westlake 
in my formative years, most of 
our outdoor play consisted of 
baseball, football and basket-
ball. It doesn’t take a rocket sci-
entist to figure out why my three 
greatest allegiances then lay 
with the Indians, Browns and 
Cavaliers. I could relate, baby.

Hockey? We didn’t have 
equipment, nor did we have 
enough players to have a game. 
Plus, to play it, it didn’t have to 
just be cold, it had to be ice cold. 
I don’t mind sharing the fact that 
after taking more than my share 
of spills on the ice (ice is very 

hard, by the way), I was never 
going to be mistaken for Brian 
Boitano. None of my relatives 
liked professional hockey, and 
it was rarely on the tube back 
in the day, so I never developed 
a rooting interest in the Barons 
(AHL or NHL), the Crusaders 
(WHA), or any of the minor 
league teams that come and go 
fairly regularly these days.

Golf? Couldn’t afford it 
until I was older, and by that 
time my skill set was fairly obvi-
ous (most of the guys I golfed 
with usually came equipped 
with a hard hat). I might go 
out with my son or son-in-law 
a couple times a year, but it’s 
only to terrorize other folks 
on the course. Plus, golf is 
largely an individual sport. It’s 
much more difficult to place 
the blame on your teammates 
when you’re flying solo. 

Lastly, it seems that every 
year, whatever the sport, when 
a new season begins, it brings 
new hopes and dreams, regard-
less of the team’s performance 
the season before. (In Cleve-
land, however, those hopes and 
dreams usually fall along the 
lines of “They have to be better 
than last year” or “There’s 
nowhere to go but up”). It’s 
the annual feeling of renewed 
hope, perhaps representing 
possible achievement of suc-
cess that is missing in our own 
lives. But I’ll leave that kind of 
stuff for Dr. Phil. 

It’s more likely that, when 
it’s all said and done, PT Barnum 
was right. 

by TAK SATO

Second in a series on digital literacy and 
the senior population.

Although I do miss my family and 
wish they were a little bit closer for 
more frequent weekend visits than 

what is becoming a biennial pilgrimage 
home, there’s still no other city I rather call 
my second home than Cleveland.

Participating in the recent Age-
Friendly Cleveland planning summit at 
the Benjamin Rose conference center in 
Cleveland, where the task at hand was 
to collaboratively “develop a broad set of 
potential strategies … to help Cleveland 
become a premier age-friendly city,” 
reminded me of my aging-in-place par-
ents in Japan.

Of the “eight domains of city life that 
might influence the health and quality 
of life of older adults” identified by the 
global network of cities participating in 
this movement that was established by 

the World Health Organization, the “com-
munication and information” domain 
included “broad public access to comput-
ers and the internet” – closely resembling 
this series of articles we started in the 
previous issue of the Observer on digital 
literacy for the senior population.

In mid-2015, Pew Research Center 
published a study titled “Young Adults 
Are Most Likely to Use The Internet, but 
Seniors Show Faster Adoption Rates.” 
Their accompanying line graph did show 
semi-annual data point differences were 
most pronounced year-after-year for the 
65 and older age group since year 2000.

However the same adoption rate, or 
what I consider digital literacy, in mid-
2015 when the report was published 
clearly shows a chasm – compared to 96 
percent of adults age 19 to 29 using the 
internet, only 58 percent of adults age 65 
or older did the same.

Listening to the keynote speech at 
the summit, I learned a new buzz phrase: 
“Silver Tsunami,” which was referring to 

the “rise in the median age of the United 
States workforce” (of course I had to 
“google it” from my smartphone while the 
speaker was still talking). I also think this 
phrase aptly explains countless reports of 
the global senior population surpassing 
youth population in the next 5-10 years.

The digital world brought, and keeps 
bringing, additional means of commu-
nication methods to disperse informa-
tion and cultivate relationships. For 
example, digital world-based tools are 
becoming the preferred method due 
to tangible and intangible cost savings. 
And although we’d rather meet family 
and friends in person, the real world 
often presents obstacles beyond our 
control where, again, the use of digi-
tal world-based tools like video chat 
(aka Facetime, Skype, etc.) is better 
than not being able to relate at all. This 
underscores the reason to tackle this 
social issue of a digital literacy chasm 
that may negatively affect the quality 
of life of seniors in 2016 and beyond.

As I drove home from the 
summit, I continued to think of my 
parents aging in place. I’m thankful 
they are digitally literate as we use 
the aforementioned tools to keep in 
touch when obstacles such as distance 
and life’s responsibilities make seeing 

each other in person challenging. Japan 
already is age-friendly in many areas so 
I’m excited that Cleveland, my second 
home, has the Age-Friendly Cleveland 
initiative underway!

Readers: If you’d like to share how 
you use digital world tools, I will share 
them in future issues. You may reach me 
by sending an email to the Observer office 
at editor@wbvobserver.com. 

Advocating for seniors 
‘aging in place’

THE DIGITAL WORLD

The island of misfit teams
SPORTING VIEWS

Painting
Gutter Cleaning $70-$75

Drywall, Plastering
Electrical/Plumbing

Window Repair
Porch/Steps Repair
Garage Door RepairGarage Door Repair

Deck/Home Pressure
Washing

Handy Man Services

by ERIC EAKIN

A limited number of 
tickets for two dif-
ferent raffle prizes 

are now available to aid 
the 2016 Bay Days Fire-
works Fund.

One half of the Fourth 
of July fireworks cel-
ebration is now privately 
funded, so volunteers are 
working to raise money to 
make sure the celebration 
goes off with a bang.

The first raffle is for 
a Cavs package, which 
includes tickets to 10 
select games of the Cleve-
land Cavaliers in the 
2016/2017 season, plus 
membership in the Wine 
and Gold United, which 
confers numerous other 
benefits outside Cavaliers 
tickets, such as discounts 
on Monsters and Gladi-
ators tickets and events. 
Tickets are in Sec. 227, 
Row 13, Seats 17 and 
18, on the aisle and re-
sellable. The winner will 
also receive a “swag bag” 
of Cavaliers merchandise.

The second raffle is 
for an annual member-
ship in the Freedom Boat 
Club prize. The winner 
will have unlimited use of 
a fleet of boats at all club 
locations, which includes 
the Rocky River, Sandusky, 
Catawba and elsewhere. 
The club takes care of all 

maintenance costs, except 
fuel. For details visit 
freedomboatclub.com.

Raffle tickets for both 
prizes are $25 each or five 
for $100. They are on sale 
by calling 216-386-5997 
or emailing info@bayfire-
works.org.

The winner of the 
Freedom Boat Club prize 
will be drawn on Memorial 
Day, Monday, May 29, so 
the whole boating season 
can be enjoyed. The 
winner of the Cavaliers 
raffle prize will be drawn 
July 4 at Bay Days.

The City of Bay Vil-
lage is offering a line of Bay 
Village-themed printwear 
and other neat items. A 
new line of ladies hoodie 
T-shirts and sweatshirts 
are now available for $28. 
New T-shirts with a com-
pass design are available in 
both long and short sleeve. 
The short-sleeve shirts are 
$15; long sleeve $20. The 
city also is offering Bay 
Village wine glasses for $8 
each or two for $15; nice 
tote bags for $15 and car 
magnets for $3. All are 
available at city hall during 
regular business hours and 
at the “Cahoon in June” 
antique and craft show in 
Cahoon Memorial Park on 
Saturday, June 18.

For more information 
call 216-386-5997 or see 
bayfireworks.org. 

Raffles aid Bay Days 
fireworks fund

by ELIZABETH SHOWALTER

The Bay Rockets Association is 
again conducting its clothing 
collection drive, The Great 

Clean-Out, April 29 (3-7 p.m.), April 
30 (3-7 p.m.), and May 1 (3-7 p.m.). 
All funds raised will benefit both Bay 
Rockets Athletics and Easter Seals 
Northern Ohio. Bay Rocket Athlet-
ics relies on fundraising to ensure 
that Bay Village Schools can main-
tain athletic teams from 7th to 12th 
grades. Easter Seals Northern Ohio 
uses these funds to support over 
15,000 people with disabilities. The 
clothing drive is an innovative way 
for these organizations to raise funds 
without having to sell anything.

Bay Rockets Association will be 
compensated based on the num-
bers of pounds of clothing collected. 
Acceptable items include clothing, 
comforters, towels, shoes or purses. 
Items can be in any condition. Mat-
tresses will NOT be accepted. All 
donations will be reused, resold or 
recycled.

Donations can be dropped off 
at Bay Middle School, 27725 Wolf 
Road, or Bay High School, 29230 
Wolf Road. There will be volunteers 
available during the drop-off times 
to unload items from cars. Every bag 
donated earns a raffle ticket. Prizes 
include $50 cash or gift cards to local 
establishments. Tax receipts will be 
available. Clean out your closets and 
support these organizations! 

Great Closet 
Clean-Out to 
support Bay 
athletics
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St. James Anglican Catholic Church

Please consult our website for additional information and services
www.saintjamescleveland.com 216-431-3252

Sung Mass 
Sundays 10:30 a.m. 
Catholic Faith in the 
Anglican Tradition

1861 East 55th St. 
at Payne Ave. in 
Cleveland, Ohio

PLEASE PROOFREAD CAREFULLY Westlake | Bay Village Observer cannot be responsible for typographical and other 
errors that may appear after approval by the client.

Ad artwork ©2015 Westlake | Bay Village Observer. 

Kathie Craig and Scott Mizen
Call “The Home Team” for exceptional service
List your Bay Village or Westlake home with us and we will market 
your home in the Observer, in addition to our aggressive marketing 
plan! Call or email to schedule your complimentary consultation.

Full Time, Full Service Realtors®

440-213-5117  2055 Crocker Road, Westlake
Visit us at: www.KathieCraig.com
E-mail: KathieCraig@howardhanna.com

LET’S TALK TRASH:
• DUMPSTER ON WHEELS
• NO DAMAGE TO YARD  

OR CONCRETE
• FLAT RATE!

• 15 YD CAPACITY

Reserve a trailer at
www.chuckitcontainers.com 

or call Chuck at  
216-441-3333

www.thiel.edu/visit • 724-589-2345

Thiel College has been a distinguished institution
of opportunity since its founding in 1866. 

Schedule a campus visit to learn more about
our 60 majors and minors, 25 varsity sports,

and 13:1 student-faculty ratio.

75 College Avenue, Greenville, Pa. 16125

Celebrating 150 years

by JESSICA BRESLIN

The Bay Village Community Coun-
cil, an assembly of representa-
tives from many of the city’s civic 

groups and nonprofit organizations, met 
on April 14 to share news and notes. Out-
going Council officers – co-presidents 
Darin Snyder and Lou Popp, secretary 
Jessica Breslin and treasurer Therese 
Koomar – were thanked for their year 
of service. New officers were elected 
and will begin their terms at the May 18 
meeting: Tara Wendell, president; Jes-
sica Breslin, vice president; Mary Kay 
Wilson, secretary; and Therese Koomar, 
treasurer.

BAYarts reported a successful spring 
and the continued popularity of its varied 
programming. Registration for summer 
programming began April 12 and within 
hours many of the programs were nearly 
full! The Ryel Ceramics studio continues 
to strengthen the reach and impact of the 
BAYarts campus-providing accessibility 
and functionality for all those who wish 
to participate. Summer camps, work-
shops and the summer concert series 
details are all available at bayarts.net. 
Save the date for Moondance 2016 on 
Sept. 10!

The Bay Village American Legion 
Post #385 has recently selected two 
Bay High Junior girls to attend the Buck-
eye Girls State at Mount Union College. 
Funding for this project was partially 
provided by the Bay Kiwanis Club. Addi-
tionally, two Bay High junior boys were 
selected to attend Buckeye Boys State in 
June at Bowling Green State University. 
Both Buckeye Girls and Boys programs 
teach the students how state, county and 
city governments work. The one-week 
programs allow the students to run for 
government positions and if elected, 
learn just what is required to serve in 
that position. The students will report 
on their experiences at future Legion 
and Kiwanis meetings. The Legion Post 

is reaching out to relatives of active duty 
military personnel. Those parents or 
spouses of full-time service members 
can obtain a Blue Service Star for their 
home by contacting Americanism Chair-
man, Jim Potter, at 440-899-9343.

The Bay Village Branch Library 
highlighted just a few of the many 
upcoming programs. Learn about organ-
ically grown produce on May 11, 7 p.m. 
Author Claudia Taller will discuss her 
book, “30 Perfect Days: Finding Abun-
dance in Ordinary Life” on May 12, 7 p.m. 
On May 25, 7 p.m., author Vince McKee 
will recount the history of the Cavaliers 
and his experiences with the sports 
heroes he’s written about. The library 
will celebrate Free Comic Book Day on 
May 7, 10 a.m.-noon, with superhero and 
comic book crafts, activities, prizes and 
gaming. A selection of free comics will 
be available.

The Bay Village Education Foun-
dation reported a successful fundraiser 
this January. They look forward to con-
tinued outreach and support of program-
ming.

The Bay Days Fireworks Fund is 
selling raffle tickets for a one-year mem-
bership to Freedom Boat Club and ticket 
pairs for 10 Cavs games! More informa-
tion can be found at bayfireworks.org.

The Bay Village Foundation 
reported refurbishing/expansion of Play 
in Bay continues to be their biggest focus 
this year. Projected costs are approxi-
mately $96,000. Funds are being raised 
from a variety of sources and efforts 
including a mailing to every household 
in Bay requesting financial support 
from residents; a series of articles in 
the Observer have helped to spread the 
facts/details/costs of the project; meet-
ings with key stakeholders and gather-
ings at Play in Bay site. Grant applica-
tions from community 501c3 organi-
zations were due in March and a large 
number of applications were received. 
The Grants Committee met and made 

decisions; winners will be announced at 
the annual Memorial Day celebration at 
the Walking Track, immediately following 
the parade and service at Cahoon Park. 
A special plaque will be placed on the 
walking track wall to honor the Founda-
tion’s past president, Eileen Vernon, for 
her many years of service.

The Bay Village Garden Club will 
begin spring cleanup and planting as 
part of its ongoing civic beautification. 
The next BVGC meeting is April 25, 11:30 
a.m., at the Community House. 

The Bay Village Green Team 
recently received tax-exempt status as a 
501c3 non-profit organization. The BVGT 
is sponsoring several upcoming events. 
On Wednesday, May 4, 7 p.m., in the 
BVPD Community Room, there will be a 
free composting seminar that provides 
how-to instructions for creating your 
own natural fertilizer at home. Com-
posting bins will be available for $50. On 
Saturday, May 7, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Habitat 
for Humanity trucks will be at the Bay 
Village Police Department parking lot. 
Residents may drop off indoor/outdoor 
household items – including furniture, 
building materials, tools and appliances 
– in usable condition. On Saturday, May 
14, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., the BVGT will partner 
with BHS’s Project Earth club and the Bay 
Village Foundation for a spring water-
ways cleanup. Volunteers are welcome to 
help remove trash from the shoreline and 
creek beds. Information on these events 
can be found at bayvillagegreenteam.org.

The Bay Village Historical Society 
is displaying two new exhibits on vin-
tage fashions and antique dolls at Rose 
Hill Museum. The museum, located at 
the corner of Lake and Cahoon roads, 
is open on Sundays from 2 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m., April through December, free 
of charge. Group tours for 10 or more 
can be arranged by appointment, for a 
small fee. Phone 440-871-7338. The 47th 
annual “Cahoon in June” fine crafts, col-
lectibles and antiques event is June 18, 9 

a.m. to 4 p.m., in Cahoon Memorial Park.  
Proceeds from this event support the 
Rose Hill Museum, the Reuben Osborn 
Learning Center and student scholar-
ships. Community groups interested in 
participating free of charge with a table 
in the park should contact Cynthia Eakin 
at 216-213-0312.

The Bay Village Women’s Club 
Foundation’s “Honors for Scholars” lun-
cheon will be held May 12 at the Cleve-
land Yachting Club in Rocky River. Social 
hour will begin at 11:30 a.m. and lunch 
will be served at 12:15. Everyone is wel-
come. Cost is $25 for members and $27 
for guests. For questions please contact 
Nancy at 440-343-9785.

The Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center reports that registration is open 
for an amazing season of summer camps. 
This year kids ages 1-18 can enjoy a 
variety of camps including Log Cabin 
Explorers, Science of Wizardry, Rocket 
Camp, Wildlife Rehabilitation Investiga-
tor Camp and more. More information 
and registration can be completed at 
lensc.org. The annual benefit, Nature’s 
Night Out, is scheduled for Aug. 27. If 
you see an animal you believe may need 
assistance, particularly a baby animal, 
please call the Center’s expert staff at 
440-471-8357 before intervening. They 
are happy to help!

The Martha Devotion Huntington 
Chapter, Daughters of the American 
Revolution will be honoring the service 
of all of veterans at the Bay Village Memo-
rial Day Parade. They will carry a special 
flag honoring service and sacrifice of our 
Vietnam-era veterans and their families 
during the 50th Anniversary Commemo-
ration of the Vietnam War. 

The Village Bicycle Cooperative 
reports that gift certificates to Com-
munity Service Department’s Christ-
mas families were issued in January. 
Bikes can be chosen and refurbished 
by VBC for children as well as adults 
free of charge depending on interest 

and need. “Bike More & Drive Less” 
will be a class series to educate 
people about how to shift thinking 
and choose active transportation. 
Classes include Family Cruising 101, 
Adventure Biking 101, Errand Run-
ning 101, and Commuting 101. For 
more information, including shop 
hours and volunteer opportunities, 
see villagebicycle.org. 

Bay Village Community Council meets to share events

ADVERTISE IN 
THE OBSERVER

IT’S MORE 
THAN AN AD...          

You’re 
Supporting Our 

Civic Groups!
Promote your business and give a 

voice to dozens of civic groups who 
work in partnership with the Observer 
to get the word out about good things 

happening in our community.

For info contact 
laura@wbvobserver.com or 
michelle@wbvobserver.com
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Servicing your home comfort 
system is like servicing your 
car. The more you take care 
of it, the better it runs and 
the happier you are.

Regular servicing 
increases smileage. 

OR
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— RECEIVE UP TO —

  
$1,700 IN REBATES *
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NO PAYMENTS AND NO INTEREST 
UNTIL 2017*
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Offer expires 6/10/2016.
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See your local Lennox Dealer or www.lennox.com for details.  
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Lakewood OH 44107

slifehvac@sbcglobal.net
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by KAREN DERBY

Close to a half-million Syrians 
are now refugees fleeing their 
civil war-torn country where 

more than a quarter-million have been 
killed. The numbers are sure to climb, 
with another 6.5 million still inside Syria 
forced from their homes. The world 
must decide how to respond.

Bay High students explored the 
intricacies of this human catastrophe by 
adopting the roles of 15 different coun-
tries. They conducted deep and extensive 
research into each nation’s past positions 
on opening borders to refugees. They esti-
mated potential costs of providing asylum. 
When the debates about how to help the 
refugees began in the Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center meeting room on Friday, 
April 15, passions flared and the students 
learned there are no easy solutions.

“Some countries are accepting refu-
gees. Others want to help but don’t want 
them,” said senior Claire Reid, co-chair of 
Bay High’s Model UN. “Some are content 
to do nothing at all. Many political, social 
and economic issues factor into a coun-
try’s stance on this situation.”

Arguments by the well-informed stu-
dents included lots of facts, figures and 
emotional appeals. Plenty of finger-point-
ing took place. Countries such as Turkey 

and Greece cited the huge numbers of 
refugees they have already accepted. Both 
Saudi Arabia and the Russian Federation 
advocated for passing no resolution, stat-
ing that countries should help only as they 
determine individually.

Jacob Melaragno, a senior and anoth-
er club co-chair, manned the gavel to keep 
the discussion on track, following a strictly 
prescribed structure of time allotted for 
caucusing and monitored debate, as well 
as rules of order for voting. Though stu-
dents may have felt personal compassion 
for the refugees, they had to leave their 
biases elsewhere and argue on behalf of 

their assigned country.
“It’s very hard to put your personal 

feelings aside,” said sophomore Emma 
Legeay, who represented Turkey. “We do 
have to keep Turkey’s interests at the top 
of our minds. But that’s real life. It’s much 
like a lawyer representing a client. So it’s 
teaching us good life skills.”

Bay High junior 
John Reid had to defend 
Saudi Arabia’s position. 
“It’s difficult to speak 
so insensitively on this 
topic, advocating for 
their closed borders 
and so forth, since I 
really don’t feel that 
way personally,” he 
said. His partner, junior 
Carter White, offered 
specifics on why they 
took such a hard, anti-
refugee position. “In 
the last seven years,” 
said White, “they’ve 
accepted people from 

other countries, but not those considered 
by the UN to be refugees. Being so close 
geographically, it was interesting to see 
their perspective, when other countries 
not as close were receiving the refugees.” 
Both students felt confident that they 
were realistically presenting the position 
of Saudi Arabia.

According to parent and advisor Dave 
Adams, it was the tenacious perseverance 
of the students, especially Model UN vet-
erans Melaragno and Reid as co-chairs, 
which led to the successful conference.

“We had a lot of willing, excited, intel-
ligent, bright students at the start of the 

year, but there was difficulty in finding 
an advisor,” Adams said. “I just offered 
that structure the school required. The 
kids did all the work, which is actually in 
keeping with the leadership mission of 
Model UN.” The club grew from a dozen 
to more than 30 members this school year.

Charlie Polinko, Cleveland Council 
on World Affairs, was on hand to observe 
the proceedings. “I think your students 
are doing a phenomenal job,” he said. “To 
see them interested and engaged, learn-
ing about the world and discussing these 
important topics, is wonderful.”

At the end of the day, two hard-fought 
resolutions passed. Israel proposed the 
“It’s On Us” resolution to provide food, 
clothes and shelter through non-govern-
ment organizations (NGOs) like the Red 
Cross. Then this UN High Council of Refu-
gees recommended that the UN Security 
Council provide ground troops to help.

Countries and the students rep-
resenting them were Austria (Amelia 
Johnson and Jessica Sobczac), Bulgaria 
(Ava Walker and Anna Walker), Canada 
(Auden Stevenson and Ivan Slyepkan), 
Egypt (Danielle Cooke and Maggie Wil-
liams), Germany (Rose Mlakar and 
Logan Thomson), Greece (Clay Hull and 
TJ Cahill), Israel (Matt Dubil and James 
Urwin), Italy (Haley Russell and Fenja 
Eckart), Montenegro (Brian Hippler and 
Drew Ware), Netherlands (Sam Murray 
and Owen MacMillan), Romania (Charlie 
Adams and Kate Baeppler), Russian Fed-
eration (Laura Curry and Emily Taylor), 
Saudi Arabia (John Reid and Carter 
White), United States (Max Schell and 
Matt Semier) and Turkey (Aaron Risch and 
Emma Legeay). 

Bay High students address Syrian 
refugee problem at Model UN 
conference in Bay Village

Bay High parent and advisor Dave Adams (center) 
congratulates seniors Jacob Melaragno (left) and 
Claire Reid on co-chairing a successful Model UN 
conference addressing the Syrian refugee crisis.
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WESTLAKE PORTER PUBLIC LIBRARY

Upcoming events at Westlake Porter Public Library
by ELAINE WILLIS

Wednesday, April 20 (2:30-4 p.m.) 
OPERA AS AN ART FORM – Dr. Keller 
returns for another afternoon of opera 
appreciation. We’ll be exploring the early 
opera composers and musicians of the 
Baroque Era, with samples of perfor-
mances to enjoy. Please register.

Wednesday, April 20 (7-8:45 p.m.) 
CUYAHOGA WEST GENEALOGICAL 
SOCIETY – J. Mark Busch will discuss 
funeral practices and records.

Thursday, April 21 (noon-1:30 p.m.) 
SMALL BUSINE$$ LUNCH & LEARN: 
HUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
– Learn the legal issues around hiring 
employees, how to train and manage 
them, and how to get the most from your 
employees. Bring your lunch; coffee is 
provided. Please register.

Thursday, April 21 (2-3 p.m.) TRAVEL 
CLUB: RIVER CRUISING – River cruising 
is one of the fastest growing areas of the 
travel industry. Learn about river cruising 
in Europe and the USA in this session. 
Please register.

Friday, April 22 (4-4:45 p.m.) FUN 
SCIENCE FRIDAY – Explore the wonders 
of our world in a curious, caring and cre-
ative setting. This month, we’ll celebrate 
Earth Day by investigating nature’s best 
recyclers ... wonderful worms! Discov-
eries will be made through hands-on 
experiments, active participation and a 
simple take-home project. Ages 4-6.

Saturday, April 23 (9:30-10:15 a.m.) 

PRESCHOOLERS ROCK! – Get ready 
to move your feet and dance to the beat 
with your homemade instruments! Use 
your imagination as we create a drum, 
jingle bell bracelet and shaker to take 
home. Ages 3-5.

Saturday, April 23 (10 a.m.-noon) 
HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR FINANCIAL 
ADVISOR – Jan Litterst from EMPOWER 
Excellence will address these financial 
questions: Who are you as an investor? 
What is risk tolerance & what is yours? 
How do you pay your financial expert? 
Discuss how to find the right financial 
advisor for you. Please register.

Monday, April 25 (1-7 p.m.) AMERI-
CAN RED CROSS BLOODMOBILE

Monday, April 25 (7-8 p.m.) SPOTTING 
AND AVOIDING FINANCIAL SCAMS 
AND IDENTITY THEFT – A Federal Trade 
Commission representative will discuss 
how to spot, stop and avoid scams. Learn 
what steps to take to avoid becoming a 
victim of identity theft. Please register.

Tuesday, April 26 (10 a.m.-noon) 
CAREER TRANSITION CENTER: 
RESULTS-ORIENTED RESUMES – 
Competition is tough and employers are 
swamped with resumes for each posi-
tion they post. Learn what will catch 
their attention and make them want to 
interview you.

Tuesday, April 26 (7-8:30 p.m.) CON-
NECTING FOR KIDS PARENT DISCUS-
SION GROUP – This month’s topic is 
“How Visual Skills Impact Learning and 

Attention.” What red flags should you 
look for to indicate your child may have 
a delay in vision skill development? Dr. 
Alex Andrich, OD, FCOVD, will discuss 
development of vision skills from birth 
to grade school, as well as how functional 
vision deficits can often be misdiagnosed 
as ADHD and dyslexia. Dr. Leah Steele, 
OD, will discuss visual skills needed in 
the classroom as well as symptoms that 
can occur when there are problems with 
these visual skills. Free child care is avail-
able. Registration is required.

Wednesday, April 27 (2 p.m.) 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON BOOK 
DISCUSSION – The April selection is 
“We Never Asked for Wings” by Vanessa 
Diffenbaugh.

Wednesday, April 27 (6:30-8:45 p.m.) 
FINANCIAL CONDITIONS WORLD-
WIDE – John Sawczak will discuss the 
world’s financial conditions.

Wednesday, April 27 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
SECRETS OF EFFECTIVE COUPONING 
– Learn how to maximize your savings 
online and in stores using coupons and 
other discounts. Adult Services Librar-
ian and experienced coupon user Laura 
Ploenzke shares her savings strategies. 
Please register.

Thursday, April 28 (7-8 p.m.) GOOD 
EATING ON A FAST FOOD BUDGET 
– Let the experts at Heinen’s Grocery 
Store show us how to enjoy “Good Eating 
on a Fast Food Budget.” Heinen’s well-
ness coordinator will discuss how to 

eat healthfully on a budget. Discussion 
includes selecting fruits and vegetables 
in season, when to choose frozen over 
fresh, homemade vs. take out, portion 
sizes, and more. Please register.

Saturday, April 30 (9:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m.) SECURE PAPER SHREDDING – 
All Ohio Secure Shred will confidentially 
handle and permanently destroy 2 boxes 
of your personal documents (bank state-
ments, cancelled checks, applications, 
etc.). The Shredding Truck will be located 
in the south parking lot.

Saturday, April 30 (2-4 p.m.) 
CRAFTAPALOOZA – Get crafty in the 
Youth Services Department. Help us 
clean out our craft closet by making a 
variety of make it and take it crafts.

Saturday, April 30 (2-3:30 p.m.) SPA-
TACULAR HOMEMADE BATH ESSEN-
TIALS – Come shake off the last of the 
winter blues as we make our own sugar 
scrubs, soaking salts and bath bombs! 
Materials will be provided. Please reg-
ister.

Saturday, April 30 (4-5 p.m.) FULL 
STEAM AHEAD: PROGRAMMING WITH 
SCRATCH – Each session will explore a 
different aspect of STEAM learning. This 
month we’ll learn how to use this free 
programming tool to create interactive 
stories, games and animations! Grades 3 
and 4. Registration begins April 23.

To register for any of the programs, visit 
westlakelibrary.evanced.info or call 
440-871-2600. 

by TARA WENDELL

The Bay Village City 
School District held 
its annual State of the 

Schools event at the Board of 
Education office on April 7. 
The theme of the presentation 
was “fiscal responsibility” as 
the district approaches the 
limit of how far it can stretch 
the 2010 operating levy. The 
main topics in Superinten-
dent Clint Keener’s address 
were Bay Schools’ strong 
performance indicators and 
stable financial management, 
but the prospect of a new levy 
request is looming.

Bay Schools has under-
taken a number of measures 
to control costs – like using in-house 
labor for construction projects and 
buying gently used textbooks on eBay. 
The district has been aided by histori-
cally low natural gas prices and favor-
able collective bargaining agreements. 
Despite these efforts, treasurer Kevin 
Robertson forecasts the district’s reserve 
fund will be depleted after 2019 if rev-
enue remains flat and expenditures rise 
with inflation.

School systems are limited by 
Ohio law to only collect the taxpayer-
approved dollar amounts from levies, 
so although property values may rise, 

the revenue collected remains fixed. To 
keep up with increasing costs, schools 
must issue new tax levies periodically.

Bay Village had been on a three to 
four year renewal cycle, but has been 
able to prolong the current levy for six 
years. The Board of Education is dis-
cussing the next levy proposal, and will 
make a decision by July whether to go 
before voters this November or wait 
until next year.

“We’re very proud of what we do 
and how we stretch our dollars and 
that’s important because our product 
is learning,” said Superintendent Clint 
Keener. “Everything we do, every dollar 

we spend has to support that. 
Every decision ... [is] to support 
learning.”

Keener discussed a 
number of ways that the district 
is pursuing its goal of providing 
a well-rounded education that 
goes beyond standardized test-
ing and focuses on “developing 
the whole child” with program-
ming in arts, music and scienc-
es. Examples of this strategy 
include all-day Kindergarten, 
weekly Spanish language les-
sons for grades K-4, technology 
upgrades and an expansion of 
health services.

The district has done well 
on the Ohio Report Card, with 
a Performance Index always 
in the top 30 of the state’s 612 

districts. But it’s the “smaller picture” 
that can carry the most weight.

“State tests are important and ... 
our teachers do a lot of planning, but we 
are not solely focused on that,” Keener 
said. “What’s most important to us is the 
scores of the individual students. We use 
that information to understand how that 
student is doing in relationship to their 
peers ... and what we need to do to help 
that student.”

A video of the State of the Schools 
presentation can be viewed on the 
district’s website at bayvillageschools.
com. 

Bay school district nears end of levy cycle

by DEB MARISCH

The Daughters of the American 
Revolution has partnered with the 
United States of America Vietnam 

War 50th Anniversary Commemora-
tion, established by Congress, to “thank 
and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, 
including personnel who were held as 
prisoners of war (POW) or listed as miss-
ing in action (MIA), for their service and 
sacrifice on behalf of the United States 
and to thank and honor the families of 
these veterans.”

Members of the Martha Devotion 
Huntington Chapter DAR in Bay Village 
observed a moment of silence or said a 
silent prayer at 8 a.m. on March 29. That 
was the day that Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs, Robert A. McDonald, asked that 
Commemoration Partners plan a special 
observance.

At the chapter’s request, Bay Village 
Mayor Debbie Sutherland issued a proc-
lamation to make March 29 “Welcome 
Home Vietnam Veteran’s Day in Bay Vil-
lage.” Chapter Chairman Mary Kay Wilson 
posted the proclamation on Facebook and 
got over 150 “likes, comments and shares.”

The Daughters of the American Revo-
lution have proven lineal descent from a 
Patriot who served in the American Revo-
lutionary War. For membership informa-
tion, contact Doris Gorgas, lablady76@
wowway.com. 

Bay Village DAR honors 
Vietnam veterans

Superintendent Clint Keener discusses the state of the 
Bay Village City School District on April 7.
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by KIM BONVISSUTO

Lee Burneson Middle School intervention spe-
cialist Erin Blahnik and her special needs stu-
dents recently presented a check for $1,000 to 

Guiding Eyes for the Blind to cover expenses of train-
ing guide dogs.

The students – Natalie Menta, Kevin Spieth, Jacob 

Blood and Mikey George – raised funds earlier this 
year through the sale of dog biscuits to the commu-
nity. Guiding Eyes will use the $1,000 to cover the 

following expenses:
• A guide dog’s annual vaccinations
• Mobility training in urban areas
• Meals for one month for one guide dog
• Home-cooked meals and housing for a        
   blind student in training
• Costs toward raising a puppy in the foster  
   family program
• Special home training when needed

Former DARE Officer Ken Delf-
ing and his wife, Kim, brought Velita 
for the ceremony, and Leslie Stephens 
brought Freya. Both puppies are under-
going basic home training in their foster 

homes before entering the official Guiding Eyes 
training program. 

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center
28728 Wolf Road | Bay Village, OH 44140 | 440-871-2900 | www.lensc.org

SUMMER CAMP HIGHLIGHTS!
Nature Nuts Camp

Potty-trained children ages 3-5
Select Mondays – Thursdays in 

June, July and August
12:30 – 2:30 p.m. 

Space Camp
Ages 7-11

June 27 – July 1
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Space Exploration
Rocket Camp

Ages 11 – 18
June 17

9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

The Science of Soaring
Ages 12 – 15

July 5 – 7
9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

For more info about these camps plus many more 
great options, visit us at www.lensc.org

Looking for quality, affordable dental care?

David J. LaSalvia, DDS, Inc.
General Dentist Providing Family 

& Cosmetic Services
440-871-8588 

26600 Detroit Road, Westlake • www.drdavecares.com

Free...Your Choice! 
Professional Whitening 
or $50 Gift Certificate 
to Giant eagle with new 
patient exam and x-rays

Kids, Teens
& Emergencies 

Welcome!

by JESSICA STOCKDALE

The first thing you should 
know is that Jack Koch’s 
last name is pronounced 

“Cook” – as it might otherwise 
stump you with the pronuncia-
tion. The second thing to know 
is that Koch is a highly person-
able and accomplished pho-
tographer whose works often 
astound people for their unique 
nature.

This unique nature comes 
into play with the use of print-
ing crisp images on a reflective 
aluminum that gives shiny life to 
pieces with glass and water. This 

Cleveland-born photographer 
pays homage to his beloved city 
by capturing images of many of 
“the Plum City’s” iconic images. 
This includes The Cleveland 
Museum of Art, The Great Lakes 
Science Center, The Arcade 
(with the massive ceiling of 
glass), and cityscapes of Key 
Bank and Terminal Tower (lit in 
vibrant colors) with Lake Erie 
gleaming in the foreground.

 In fact, the lake appears 
in many pieces, and that’s not 
by chance. The artist says, “My 
passion has always been land-
scape photography and captur-
ing the abundance of natural 

beauty.” That natural beauty 
is amplified by new ways of 
accessing and modifying the 
treatment of art. “The evolu-
tion of digital photography 
has provided a framework to 
explore different interpreta-
tions and methodology. The 
boundaries of creativity are 
endless. However, I like to 
experiment with many dif-
ferent styles of expression 
and not settle on any one 
particular approach.”

This experimentation 
is easily revealed in the BAY-
arts exhibition. However, not all 
photographs in the display use 
the aluminum printed images, 
and Koch’s talent and passion 
for creating beauty with all of 
his photography is evident 
throughout the gallery.

In fact, Koch attributes his 
passion to an aesthetic-based 

way of nabbing images. “Having 
been exposed to photography 
at a young age by an artist, the 
emphasis was more about a 
means of expression rather than 
the mechanics of a camera. As 
a result, the artistic element of 
photography remains a great 
influence for me.” 

 BAYarts invites the com-
munity to meet Koch, and hear 
him speak in a gallery talk on 
Sunday, May 1, at 2 p.m. in the 
historic Fuller House on the 
BAYarts campus. The exhibition 
will be on display through May 
6. Gallery hours are Monday to 
Saturday, 9-3 p.m. 

BAYarts gallery talk with 
photographer Jack Koch

BAYARTS

Middle school class supports 
Guiding Eyes for the Blind

WESTLAKE CITY SCHOOLS

Jackson Koch with one of his Cleveland photographs.
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Treat your home to a Pristine Clean
Huge Spring Pressure Washing Sale! 

The Best Prices of the Season
House Washing, Roof Cleaning, Concrete Clean & Seal

440-454-7041 
Call for an instant quote!

pristineclean.com

Pristine Clean is your HOMETOWN pressure washing company. 
Our team uses only the best equipment and solutions to ensure your home is looking its best.

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A
Ratings

9 Fully Improved Residential Lots Available
Western Bay Village

Extension of Crestview Drive

South of Ashton Lane between Bradley and Basset Roads

 Lot # Width Depth Price

 1 ...... 80 .......239 .... $175,000

 2 ...... 80 .......239 .... $175,000

 3 ...... 83 .......165 .......SOLD

 4 ...... 83 .......240 .... $170,000

 5 ...... 83 .......160 .... $140,000

 6 ...... 83 .......230 .... $160,000

 7 ..... 105 ......190 .... $175,000

 8 ...... 87 .......175 .......SOLD

 9 ...... 97 .......130 .... $160,000

 Call David at 216-513-6179 to purchase your lot now!
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Bay Village

House construction stopped
The city building department placed a stop order on the construction of 

a Humiston Drive house on March 28 due to storm water run-off concerns 
on the property. At two recent meetings of the Bay Village Planning, Zoning, 
Public Buildings and 
Grounds Committee, 
neighbors voiced con-
cern that the site is not 
graded properly and 
that storm water would 
flow to adjacent lots. 
The city code stipulates 
that properties must 
include provisions for the control or safe conveyance of storm water to prevent 
run off. The stop order on exterior construction is in effect until the grading 
issue is resolved. The order also applies to the undeveloped lots on either 
side of the house under construction, where the developer is also planning 
new homes. 

Trees planned for Wolf Road
Stakes in the tree lawns along Wolf Road mark the location of new trees to 

be planted beginning in May. The city’s Tree Commission plans to plant about 75 
trees between Dover Center and Columbia roads. Two shade tree varieties were 
selected to adorn tree lawns – the tupelo tower blackgum and the ginko biloba, 
both of which have vibrant fall color. The ginko has a bright yellow leaf and the 
tupelo tower blackgum has an orange leaf in fall.

Westlake

Signage and beautification on I-90
Westlake will 

install new signage 
on the Crocker Road 
overpass announc-
ing the city for trav-
elers in both direc-
tions. The interstate 
will also be spruced 
up with a landscap-
ing beautification 
project on the hill-
sides at the Clague, 
Columbia and Crocker exits. The Westlake signage should be completed in time 
for the Republican convention this summer. 

Leaf humus and shredded 
wood available now

Get ready for spring planting by condi-
tioning your soil with leaf humus. You must 
first purchase a receipt (at City Hall for West-
lake residents; at the Bay Village Service 
Garage for Bay residents) and then visit the 
Westlake Service Garage at 741 Bassett Road to pick up your leaf humus or 
shredded wood. The cost of a cubic yard of humus is $10, shredded wood is 
$7. Residents can have it delivered for $20 per load. Visit www.cityofwestlake.
org or cityofbayvillage.com for information on other quantities and prices.

CITY NOTES

by DENNY WENDELL

If you have 
driven around 
the community 

this spring, you 
may have noticed 
that Canada geese 
are nesting in the 
most peculiar 
places. Two exam-
ples of this are 
nests located by 
the entrance of the 
water treatment plant on Clague Road 
(right next to the sidewalk!) and near 
Hooley House on Sperry Road (in a land-
scaping island, right in the parking lot!) 

Why do the geese select such odd 
places to built their nests? The answer is 
because they have protection. According 
to Amy LeMonds, wildlife specialist at the 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, the 
guardians of these nests are the geese’s 
mates, the ganders. The females feel safe 
because their mates are always nearby 
to protect them, as this photographer 
found out while photographing the nest 
on Clague Road. As I was approaching 
the nest,  I kept inching closer to get the 
best shot. Suddenly, I heard a honk. 

As I turned around the gander came 
charging at me, standing tall, with six-
foot-wide wings extended, taking aim 

at me. Luckily, I 
was fleet of foot 
and scurried 
away before I 
got pecked. But 
lesson learned 
– don’t mess 
with a gander. 

LeMonds 
commented on 
the egg laying 
process for a goose. She will lay 8-10 eggs 
over the course of a few weeks but won’t 
start the 30-day incubation period until 
she’s laid all her eggs. Then she will sit on 
the eggs so that they can all hatch at the 
same time.

Pretty soon we’ll be stopped in traf-
fic as the moms take their kids out for a 
walk across roads in our community. 
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A watchful gander.

Mother geese sit on their nests in odd places.
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by TARA MCGUINNESS

Calling all super hero and comic 
book fans! You’ll want to join us 
at the Bay Village branch library 

on Saturday, May 7, 10 a.m.-noon, as we 
celebrate super hero and comic book day. 
Come dressed as your favorite super hero 
or villain and sharpen your skills at our 
action packed Super Hero Training Pro-
gram. Themed crafts, activities, prizes, as 
well as gaming will be available. Also, don’t 
forget to pick up your free comic book, 
while supplies last!

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT
STORYTIMES: Caregivers and their chil-
dren are invited to enjoy rhymes, songs, 
fingerplays, books and stories together. No 
registration is required.

• Mondays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STORY-
TIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (10 a.m.) TODDLER STORY-
TIME – ages 19-35 months.

• Tuesdays (6:45 p.m.) FAMILY STORY-

TIME – for all ages

• Wednesdays (10 a.m.) BABY AND ME 
STORYTIME – ages birth-18 months

• Thursdays (10 a.m.) PRESCHOOL 
STORYTIME – ages 3-5 (not yet in 
kindergarten)

• Thursdays (6:45 p.m.) SENSORY STO-
RYTIME - Geared for children who are 
developmentally at the preschool level 
and specifically designed for children 
with special needs and their families. 
The program incorporates a sched-
uled board, double visuals and sensory 
opportunities for participants as well as 
socialization time following the program.

• Fridays (10 a.m.) FAMILY STORYTIME 
- for all ages

Thursday, April 21 (4 p.m.) COOKIES 
AND BOOKS – Children in grades 3-4 are 
invited to join us to discuss a good book. 
Copies of this month’s book, “Tiger Boy” by 
Mitali Perkins, will be available one month 
before the discussion.

Wednesday, April 27 (7 p.m.) ZIP LINE 
MARBLE DROP – Children in grades 3 & 4 
are invited to challenge their engineering 
skills with our zip line marble drop. We 
will be modifying/designing a container 
that can drop a marble onto a target while 
moving down a zip line. The challenge is 
based on the 2009 NASA LCROSS mission 
to the moon to explore for water.

Saturday, April 30 (10:30 a.m.) 
EXPLORE AND MORE! – Ages 2-3 with 
caregiver: Let’s play with colors! We’ll 
spend our time with a story, activity sta-
tions, music, movement and more.

Monday, May 2 to Saturday, May 7 (All 
day) MOTHER’S DAY CRAFT – Drop in to 
share the story of “The Kiss Box” and make 
a Mother’s Day craft to take home.

Tuesday, May 3 (6:45 p.m.) or Wednes-
day, May 4 (10 a.m.) PLAY, LEARN 
AND GROW – For ages birth-3 years with 
parent or caregiver. Children will play with 
developmentally appropriate toys in a play 
group atmosphere while parents meet and 
learn from community health experts.

Thursday, May 5 (7 p.m.) IT’S AN ELE-
PHANT AND PIGGIE PARTY – Grades 
K-2: Celebrate the publication of the final 
book in the Elephant and Piggie series with 
stories, activities and a craft.

Saturday, May 7 (10 a.m.) SUPER HERO 
AND COMIC BOOK DAY – Join forces at 
the Bay Village Library to celebrate Free 
Comic Book Day! We will feature a selec-
tion of free comics while supplies last!

TEEN DEPARTMENT
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays (3 
p.m.) TEEN ZONE – Students in grades 5 
and up can stop in to enjoy fun apps, book 
discussions, video games, community ser-
vice, challenges and more!

ADULT DEPARTMENT
Thursday, April 28 (6 p.m.) BETTER 
RATES AHEAD: THIS WAY TO REAL 
REFINANCING HELP – Is your house 
underwater? Learn how to refinance under 
the federal government’s Making Home 
Affordable Program.

Thursday, May 12 (7 p.m.) CLAUDIA 
TALLER: “30 PERFECT DAYS: FINDING 
ABUNDANCE IN ORDINARY LIFE” – 
Author Claudia Taller will join us to discuss 
her book, which challenges the reader to 
live more in tune with who they are and 
the author demonstrates tools that help 
people achieve abundance in ordinary life.

Please register to attend the programs at 
cuyahogalibrary.org, call us at 440-871-
6392, or stop in to the library at 502 Cahoon 
Road and register with a librarian. 

Upcoming programs at the 
Bay Village Branch Library

BAY VILLAGE BRANCH LIBRARY

OUTDOOR AFTERSCHOOL YOUTH 
TENNIS (Ages 2-13)

Thursdays, May 5-May 26. Location: 
Dover Center Courts. Ages 2-4: 3:30-4 
p.m. (Fee: $20; non-resident: $27); Ages 
5-8: 4-5 p.m. (Fee: $35; non-resident: 
$42); Ages 9-13: 5-6 p.m. (Fee: $35; non-
resident: $42).
BAY VILLAGE USTA ADULT TENNIS 
LEAGUES

Play USTA team tennis this summer! 
A fun, competitive program, playing 
other USTA teams from all over the area. 
Season begins in May and ends in July. 
Women’s, Men’s, Doubles, and 40 & Over 
teams. Locations: Bradley, Dover, Reese 
courts & surrounding communities. 
Register your team today or if you do 
not have a team we will find you a team!

Call Kristine Gambrell, 440-342-
2791, or Rec office, 440-871-6755, for 
more information.
POOL PASSES

Early Bird special ends May 12, get 
your pass today! Pool opens on Memo-
rial Day, May 30, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Early 
season hours: Tuesday-Thursday, May 

31-June 2 (3-7 p.m.); Friday, June 3 (3-9 
p.m.). Regular hours begin Saturday, 
June 4: Mondays-Fridays (noon-9 p.m.); 
Saturdays (10:30 a.m.-9 p.m.); closed 
Sundays.
BAY VILLAGE RECREATION SWIM 
TEAM (Ages 5-18)

Designed for those interested in 
developing aquatic and teamwork skills. 
Your child will have the opportunity to 
compete with surrounding communi-
ties and gain competitive swimming 
experience! Residents only. Fee: $104/
child; deadline to register is April 29. For 
dates and times for various age levels call 
the Rec office at 440-871-6755 or visit the 
Rec Dept. page at cityofbayvillage.com.
LEARN TO SWIM

Registration opens May 16. Regis-
ter online at cityofbayvillage.com or in 
person at the Rec Office (no mail-in).
TEE BALL FOR TOTS (Ages 3 & 4)

Fridays, June 10-July 22 (9:30-10:25 
a.m. OR 10:30-11:25 a.m.) This instruc-
tional program is a great way to introduce 
your preschooler to baseball. Location: 
Hartman Field (next to pool) Fee: $58 

(NR: $78).
TEE BALL (Age 5 or entering Kin-
dergarten)

This skill building program is 
for children with limited experience. 
Emphasis will be placed on the devel-
opment of proper form and technique 
of hitting, throwing and catching. 
Location: Hartman Field (next to 
pool). Practices: Mondays & Wednes-
days, June 6-July 20 (9-9:55 a.m. OR 
10-10:55 a.m.). Games: Wednesday 
evenings at Bradley Junior Fields. Fee: 
$80 (NR: $100).
SIXERS COACH PITCH (Age 6 or 
entering First Grade)

This program will help to develop 
baseball strategy, teamwork and good 
sportsmanship. Location: Hartman 
Field (next to pool). Practices: Mondays 
& Wednesdays, June 6-July 20 (11-11:55 
a.m. OR 12-12:55 p.m.). Games: Tuesday 
evenings at Bradley Junior Fields. Fee: 
$80 (NR: $100).

For more program information visit 
us online at cityofbayvillage.com, give us 
a call at 440-871-6755 or stop in the Bay 
Village Recreation Department office at 
400 Bryson Lane. The office will be open 
on Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., through 
May 28. 

Summer programs at Bay Rec

by RJ JOHNSON

NASA has a launch sequence for 
rockets. The fuel mixture has to 
be right. The cloud cover has to 

be minimal. The winds have to be calm. 
The conditions are critical.

Every parent knows there is a morning 
launch sequence for their children. Each 
child has different launch requirements. 
For the girl, the primary launch require-

ment is to stay out of the way. Leave the 
kitchen while she pivots from the cereal 
box to the milk in the refrigerator. It is usu-
ally safe to say, “Good morning.” If she is 
in a particularly good mood, you will get 
a “Good morning” in reply. If the mood 
is less than optimal, you will get a grunt.

Either response means the launch is 
on schedule. The fuel mixture is correct. 
Just stay out of the way, and let the ignition 
sequence run normally.

The boy’s launch sequence is a little 
more complex. As he takes his seat on the 
stool at the breakfast bar, I notice that his 
feet are still bare.

“Do you have socks?” I ask.
“Yes,” he responds, “I’ll get them on 

after breakfast.”
This is a statement of faith. He may 

have clean socks in his laundry bin. His 
socks may all be under his bed.

Looking at his bare toes, I say, “Go get 
them on, and I will start the water for your 
oatmeal.”

He lumbers off to the basement to see 
if there really are clean socks in his laundry 
bin as I wonder why he has a dresser in his 
room. Emerging from the basement, he 
sits on the stool at the breakfast bar to pull 
his socks on. It’s a good morning. All of his 
socks have not been stashed under his bed.

As the boy is finishing his oatmeal, the 
girl appears again to look at the clock on 
the stove. It reads 7:30.

“Eek! I’ve got to go.”
The girl pulls on a jacket, grabs  her 

bag, and runs from the house. Hopefully 
we have parked in the correct configura-

tion. A black scrape on my wife’s bumper 
serves as a reminder of what happens 
when a car is parked too close behind the 
girl’s car. Her launch sequence leaves no 
room for error.

As the boy climbs the stairs to brush 
his teeth, he inquires, “Who’s going to 
cuddle with me on the couch?”

It is essential that either me or my wife 
sits on the couch with him to watch funny 
cat videos before the bus comes. Failure to 
do so will result in a bad launch sequence. 
The launch may get him to school, but the 
return trip will be less than optimal.

When the big yellow monster swal-
lows the boy, we can take a deep breath. 
The launch sequence is complete. We can 
prepare for our own launch. It may not be 
NASA, but it is critical. 

Launch 
Sequence

FAMILY OBSERVATIONS

by LINDA LAMB

Mark your calendars for the annual 
spring book sale at the Bay Vil-
lage branch of the Cuyahoga 

County Public Library. It will begin Satur-
day, April 23, at 9 a.m. and run through 
Tuesday, April 26, at 7 p.m.

The event is sponsored by the Friends 
of Bay Village Library. Proceeds from the 
sale are used for upcoming library pro-
grams and activities. There is a large selec-
tion of books for readers of all ages as well 
as magazines, DVDs, CDs, books on tape 
and more. All materials have been catego-
rized for easy shopping. Tuesday, the last 
day of the sale, is bag day when a full bag 
of books costs $1.00. Bags are provided by 
the library.

Volunteers are needed to help with the 
book sale and other library-related projects 
sponsored and funded by the Friends of 
the Bay Village Library. For information on 
volunteering, the book sale, or becoming 
a member of the Friends of the Bay Vil-
lage Library, visit the library at 502 Cahoon 
Road, or call 440-871-6392. 

Friends of Bay Village 
Library Spring Book Sale
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Luxury Town Cars
& SUVs at Taxi Prices
For All Your Transportation Needs

“We deliver people”

Email: JimsLiveryServiceLLC@gmail.com
Go to: JimsTaxiLimo.com

Call JLS 216-390-5610

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2015WBVO

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Your savings could add up to  
hundreds of dollars when you  
put all your policies together  
under our State Farm® roof.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.™ 
CALL ME TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

See just how big your  
savings could be.

Discounts as 
big as a house. 
Or condo.
Or apartment.

1103155.1

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com

When your teen gets ready  
to drive, we’re there. They  
learn safe driving and you  
get lower rates.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Better 
teen driving,
bigger 
discounts.

Check out our  
Steer Clear® Program.

1001000.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, 
State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

www.candicestryker.com

See why State Farm® insures 
more drivers than GEICO and 
Progressive combined. Great 
service, plus discounts of up 
to 40 percent.*
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL FOR QUOTE 24/7.

Talk to your 
neighbors, 
then talk 
to me.

1001174.1

*Discounts vary by states.
State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company

State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher, Agent
24549 Detroit Road
Westlake, OH  44145

Bus: 440-871-3747
candice.stryker-irlbacher.pici@statefarm.comI know life doesn’t come

with a schedule. That’s why
at State Farm you can always
count on me for whatever
you need – 24/7, 365.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Anytime.
Anywhere.
Any day...

That’s when you can count 
on State Farm®.

1101198.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

candice@candicestryker.com

That’s when you can count
on State Farm®. 
I know life doesn’t come with a schedule. 
That’s why at State Farm you can always
count on me for whatever you need – 24/7, 365.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH 44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

candice@candicestryker.com

I know life doesn’t come
with a schedule. That’s why
at State Farm you can always
count on me for whatever
you need – 24/7, 365.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Anytime.
Anywhere.
Any day...

That’s when you can count 
on State Farm®.

1101198.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

Candice Stryker-Irlbacher CLU, Agent
24549 Detroit Road, Suite 1

Westlake, OH  44145
Bus: 440-871-3747

candice@candicestryker.com

Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

Hot Diggity Dog, inc.
Professional Pet Care Services

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Personal In-Home 
Pet Care
Busy Work Schedule?
Busy Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable Prices For All Services
• Meals, Walks, Medication
• Plus personal play time and any other  
   special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
440-871-9245 or visit our website
www.hotdiggitydogusa.com A proud member of the Bay Village community

620 Dover 
Center Rd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-6 pm. Closed Sun.

440-871-0899

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

Support the Observer and be part of something good in our community! Call Laura at 440-477-3556 or Michelle at 440-655-4385 to find out more.

Greenisland 
Irish Restaurant & Pub
Warm, friendly atmosphere
Great food, Irish beer on tap
Open at 11:30am Mon.-Sat.
25517 Eaton Way (off Columbia Rd.)  
Bay Village   •   440-250-9086
Proud to be part of the Bay Village community

Wednesday, April 20, 1-2 p.m.
Sous Vide: Cooking with Updated Herbs and 
Spices
The Westlake Garden Club presents Thea 
Steinmetz, highly respected teacher and former 
herb garden columnist, who will explain the 
opposite of microwave cooking - with tasting 
samples. You are also welcome to attend our 
general meeting at 11 a.m. and lunch at noon. No 
charge. RSVP to Jean Smith at 440-665-5463.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, April 21, 10:30 a.m.
City Charter Discussion
The Westlake/North Olmsted Chapter of the 
League of Women Voters of Greater Cleveland 
will present a comparative review of charter 
provisions in Westlake and North Olmsted. 
Member Janice Patterson, who has served on 
charter commissions in two cities in Cuyahoga 
County, will lead the discussion. The public is 
welcome to attend. Note: This event was originally 
scheduled for the North Olmsted Library. The 
location has been changed to Porter Library.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, April 21, 6-7:30 p.m.
Women in Health Care and Medicine
The third lecture in a free series on “Women in 
Science and Technology” will be presented by 
Professor Debbie Vinesky (Tri-C Nursing), Professor 
Melanie Shearer (Tri-C Medical Assisting), Meredith 
Walters (University Hospitals Nurse Practitioner), 
Karen Karp (MetroHealth Hospital), and Dr. Paula 
Hendryx (MetroHealth OB/GYN).
Tri-C Corporate College West, Room 305, 25425 
Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Thursday, April 21, 7-8 p.m.
Toastmasters Meeting
Overcome your fears of speaking, develop better 
speaking and presentation skills, learn to think 
quickly and clearly on your feet, build strong 
leadership and mentoring skills, and open doors 
in your personal and professional life. Contact: 
Mary Anne, 216-374-3205.
Unity Spiritual Center, 23855 Detroit Rd., Westlake 

Friday, April 22, 7:45 p.m. or Saturday, April 
23, 7:45 p.m.
Passover Seder
Traditional Jewish Passover Seder celebration 
with members of the West Side Jewish 
community. Suggested donation: $18 per person. 
Reservations required; call 216-973-1148 or visit 
jewishwestside.com.
Chabad Westlake, 2951 Canterbury Rd.

Saturday, April 23, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Family History Conference
The 13th Annual Genealogy Conference, “How 

Can You Find Your Ancestors,” will offer classes 
such as: Quilt Your Family History, Google Earth, 
Old & New Germanic Research, and Italian 
Research. All classes taught by experienced 
genealogists. Register at https://goo.gl/yPe8zG. A 
nominal fee of $5 for a syllabus of classes (to cover 
the cost of printing), if you choose.
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 25000 
Westwood Rd., Westlake

Saturday, April 23, 10 a.m.-noon
Tri-C Westshore Open House
Prospective students may discuss academic 
programs with faculty and counselors; learn about 
enrollment, financial aid and scholarships; explore 
student services; and tour the facilities. For more 
information or to register, visit tri-c.edu/openhouse.
Tri-C Westshore, 31001 Clemens Rd., Westlake

Saturday, April 23, 7:30 p.m.
Cleveland Philharmonic Orchestra Concert
The orchestra will play Korngold’s Cello 
Concerto and Shostakovich’s Symphony no. 
10. The featured soloist in the cello concerto is 
Henry Shapard, the winner of this year’s Frieda 
Schumacher Young Artist competition. Tickets are 
$12 for adults, $8 for seniors and $6 for students. 
Westlake students may attend for free with their 
school IDs. This performance is funded through a 
public grant from Cuyahoga Arts and Culture.
Westlake Performing Arts Center, 27830 Hilliard Blvd.

Monday, April 25, to Friday, April 29, and 
Monday, May 2, to Friday, May 6
Westlake Spring Yard Clean-Up Days
During these days you may rake your leaves to 
the tree lawn; see www.cityofwestlake.org for 
daily leaf collection update. Branches/limbs and 
yard waste in bags/cans will be picked up on 
your regularly scheduled trash day. For more 
information, call the Westlake Service Dept. at 
440-835-6432.

Monday, April 25, 11:30 a.m.
Green Guardians of Native Plants
Renee Boronka and Angela Hixon, from the 
Cleveland Museum of Natural History, will discuss 
their Green Guardians program to save many 
beautiful plants while construction takes place at 
the Museum. To date, the Botany Department has 
placed over 1,000 plants under the care of Green 
Guardians. With the coming of spring more plants 
will need to go to foster gardens. All interested 
gardeners are welcome. $5 fee for luncheon 
guests; visit bayvillagegardenclub.com or call 
440-610-7975 for reservations.
Bay Village Community House, 303 Cahoon Rd.

Monday, April 25, 6:30-8 p.m.
Facing Our Risk Empowered for Those 
Touched by Cancer

An opportunity for men and women with a family 
history of breast, ovarian, prostate, melanoma 
or pancreatic cancer, those who are BRCA 
positive, or those who are considering genetic 
testing to connect with others navigating the 
hereditary cancer path. Call 216-595-9546 or visit 
touchedbycancer.org for more information. Free.
The Gathering Place, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

Monday, April 25, 7-8:30 p.m.
Understanding the Preschooler’s Perspective
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center and Dr. Meghan 
Barlow team up to offer a free presentation and 
discussion. Learn how play can be used to teach 
skills and manage behavior. Explore strategies 
for keeping preschoolers engaged and occupied. 
Tips to ease anxiety, helpful resources and more. 
Register at lensc.org or 440-871-2900.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Wednesday, April 27, 6:30-8:45 p.m.
North Coast Chapter of The Embroiderers’ 
Guild of America
The group will be learning duplicate stitch on 
crochet taught by one of the members. Join us to 
meet fellow stitchers and to have fun. For more 
information, call 440-835-5183 or 440-734-2383.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, April 28, 12:30 p.m.
Cahoon-Era Pot Luck Lunch
All seniors are invited to a pot luck lunch as the 
Cahoons would have hosted as we step back in 
time and enjoy the dishes of the day, such as ham, 
fried chicken, sweet potatoes, cakes and pies. In 
the spirit of a pot luck, we are asking those who 
attend to bring a dish to share. Call 440-835-6565 
to RSVP and to sign up for a dish to bring.
Bay Village Senior Center, 300 Bryson Lane

Thursday, April 28, 5:30-7 p.m.
Umbrella of Dementia
Alzheimer’s is the most common form of 
dementia, accounting for 60-80 percent of 
dementia cases. What about the other 20-40 
percent? During this seminar, you will learn 
the differences in characteristics, caregiving 
approaches and treatment options between 
other common forms of dementia.
Arden Courts of Westlake, 28400 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, April 28, 6-7:30 p.m.
Women in IT, Manufacturing and Technology
The final lecture in a free series on “Women in 
Science and Technology” will be presented by Dr. 
Danielle Budzick (Tri-C Assistant Dean, Learning 
and Engagement), Amy Hawks Gayton (Fire Alarm 
Systems, Operations and Service Technician), 
Standish Stewart (Tri-C Information Technology 
Services), and Dr. Monique Wilson (Tri-C Dean and 

Executive Director of IT).
Tri-C Corporate College West, Room 305, 25425 
Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Thursday, April 28, 7-8:45 p.m.
History Education Evening
Captain Guy Turner from the Westlake Police 
Department will share the history of the 
department. Capt. Turner is a captivating 
storyteller. He will share stories and facts. For 
more information contact the Westlake Historical 
Society at 216-848-0680. 
Westlake Porter Public Library, 27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Saturday, April 30, 9-11:30 a.m.
Breast Cancer Survivorship A to Z
Join psychiatrist Isabelle Schuermeyer, MD, 
to learn about this important topic. Breakout 
sessions include managing issues in the 
workplace, creative tools for coping, and Reiki. 
Offered in collaboration with Cleveland Clinic 
and University Hospitals Seidman Cancer Center. 
Advance registration required by calling 216-595-
9546. Free.
The Gathering Place, 800 Sharon Dr., Westlake

Sunday, May 1, 3-4 p.m.
Meet an Animal: Salamander
Learn about their unique features, diet, habitat, 
survival tactics and more as you get to see one up 
close. For all ages. Tickets are $5/person.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village

Monday, May 2, 7 p.m.
St. Peregrine Mass
Are you a cancer patient, survivor, caregiver, 
concerned about a loved one or someone you 
know? Come “Celebrate Hope, Celebrate Life!” at 
a Mass in honor of St. Peregrine, patron saint of 
those affected by cancer. Mass will be celebrated 
by our pastor, Father Tim Gareau. All are welcome 
to attend. A reception will follow after Mass. Any 
questions, call the Parish Office at 440-871-1100.
St Raphael Parish, 525 Dover Center Rd., Bay Village

Wednesday, May 4, noon
Women’s Board of Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center
Grant Thompson of Lorain County Metro Parks 
will present a program on eagles. He will share 
photos, facts and commentary on this large 
and powerful bird which is often a signal of 
strength and bravery. The Women’s Board is a 
diverse group of individuals supporting Lake Erie 
Nature & Science Center in its mission through 
service, leadership, community awareness and 
fundraising. If you would like to attend, please call 
440-670-6760. Guests are always welcome.
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center, 28728 Wolf Rd., 
Bay Village


